Innovation Brokers for Energy
Advanced training for humanitarian actors active in energy initiatives

Terms of Reference
Background
The project SET4food (Sustainable energy technologies for food security in humanitarian contexts) was
designed to respond to the shortage suffered by humanitarian actors of appropriate and organized tools
and guidelines to assess the particular conditions in camps or settlements, identify appropriate
technologies and deliver efficient solutions responding to specific needs. The second phase of SET4food
(ECHO/ERC/BUD/2016/91004), co-funded by the European Union Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid
and Civil Protection (ECHO), is currently ongoing with the aim of enhancing efficient collaboration and
synergies among humanitarian actors in the energy sector.
In this framework, representatives of the most active and relevant humanitarian organizations are invited
to take part in the

TRAINING FOR INNOVATION BROKERS FOR ENERGY
Objective
Energy is a cross-cutting issue in humanitarian contexts. Nevertheless, it has been recognized that there is a
lack of capacity among humanitarian actors to identify and deliver appropriate and efficient energy
solutions. This training is intended therefore to strengthen the response capacity of humanitarian actors in
the energy sector, providing the participants with high-level multidisciplinary content to manage innovation
aspects able to fill the mentioned gaps.

Target of the training
This training is designed for professional figures already involved in the humanitarian and/or development
sectors, willing to improve his or her own competencies and deepening the knowledge on some specific
topics related to energy. The trainees will be required to present one or two case studies to be used as base
for testing the tools presented during the training. Those who will complete the training will be certified as
International Brokers for Energy (IBEs) under the SET4food project.

Period and venue
The interactive one week in-person course will be held from February the 27th to March the 3rd 2017 in
Milan, Italy. It will be hosted by the University Politecnico in Piazza Leonardo da Vinci 32, Milan.
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Description
The training complements existing efforts made by the main humanitarian initiatives – among them, also
the SAFE WG - to build capacity in the sector of energy, increasing the number of well trained staff able to
provide effective support to energy-related initiatives in the field, which is a significant gap in humanitarian
contexts. It will be focused on both theoretical and practical aspects of the implementation of appropriate
technologies for improving access to energy.
Participants will receive in-depth training on new and existing tools and resources for planning,
implementing and evaluating energy-related interventions, promoting innovation and synergies with other
sectors. Specific topics will include technologies for cooking, food preservation, water pumping and
purification in humanitarian contexts. Monitoring & Evaluation procedures and an Impact Evaluation
Framework will be analyzed and discussed together during practical classes, making use of already available
methodologies and adapting them to the needs of the humanitarian sector. Practical case studies will be
also analyzed and participants will be trained on the use of a set of tools developed in the framework of the
SET4food project. Subsequently, they will be invited to use the mentioned tools in their own field work and
provide feedback on their efficacy.
The training will be held by professors and researchers from Politecnico of Milan and technical experts from
humanitarian agencies active in the field of energy.
Further details on the program will be shared late December.

Outcomes
This training aims to increase the expertise on energy within humanitarian and/or development
organizations. More specifically, it is intended to ensure that humanitarian organizations active in energy
activities have properly trained staff who can significantly support the design, implementation and
evaluation of sustainable energy-related field projects. Participants will be also given the tools to become
trainers themselves on the covered topics, in this way extending the number of skilled personnel within
their organization.

Desirable requirements
The IBEs will be selected among organizations already familiar with energy interventions. Applicants should
comply with the following requirements:







Be member of an organization/agency working in humanitarian contexts
Be familiar with energy related-issues and initiatives in humanitarian/developing areas
At least 3 years of humanitarian experience, including but not limited to field level
Knowledge in program management, capacity building, M&E
Ability to work in multi-cultural settings
Fluency in English

The participants will be asked to provide at least one case study to be analyzed during the training and on
which the SET4food tools might be tested.
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Cost
PARTICIPATION IN THE TRAINING IS FREE OF CHARGE FOR THE FIRST 20 APPLICANTS, if they meet the
requirements. Accommodation, breakfast, lunch and transportation between the hotel and the training
venue will be covered by SET4food project. Kindly note that these conditions are applicable only for
participants living at a distance of more than 60 km. All participants will have to autonomously arrange
their travel to Milan and cover the expenses related to dinner and any other extra fee.

How to apply
We encourage the participation of members from international and local organizations and international
agencies active in different geographical areas. Interested candidates may submit their applications by
November the 20th, 2016 by duly completing the online application form at the following link:
https://goo.gl/forms/vWwB3EEXOIr6ydUl1.
PLACES ARE LIMITED. Due to high number of applications we expect to receive, the selection will be made
according to the compliance with the requirements and the complete submission of the Application Form.
Selected applicants will be informed by email by December the 5th and invited to dedicate some time
before the training to investigate in remote modality on relevant preparatory material for the in-person
course. This will ensure that all participants will have the same baseline of knowledge on energy in
humanitarian settings and familiarity with the tools that will be presented during the classes. They will be
also asked to provide at least one or two case studies on which the presented tools will be tested.
For doubts or questions, please write to
energy@coopi.org, with cc to sonzogni@coopi.org .
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