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SAFE ACCESS TO FUEL AND ENERGY (SAFE)  

HUMANITARIAN TRAINING AND WORKSHOP REPORT  

 

 

JULY 27-30, 2015 / KAMPALA, UGANDA 

             

 

Most  of the world's 60 million refugees and internally displaced 

people rely on traditional fuels ñ wood, coal, animal dung, and 

agricultural waste ñ for their energy needs. On average  they walk 

more than 5 hours to collect firewood to cook their food, during 

which they risk physical and sexual assault , while  exposure to 

smoke  from traditional stoves impacts  their respiratory health.  

Lack of light increases protection risks and prevents  children  

from studying at night and  safe ly navigating communal areas . 
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Energy access impacts nearly every area of 

humanitarian response, including protection, health, 

gender, food security, and environmental 

degradation. Ensuring safe access to fuel and energy 

for cooking, heating, lighting, and powering for 

crisis-affected populations requires the knowledge 

and cooperation of all stakeholders in this sector.  

With this in mind, the SAFE Humanitarian Working 

Group ï a consortium of NGOs and humanitarian 

agencies leading a global effort to coordinate energy 

access response to ensure needs of crisis-affected 

people are met ï hosted its second annual SAFE training workshop in Kampala, Uganda. This workshop is 

the only annual event that brings together this wide variety of stakeholders to build capacity and exchange 

knowledge in order to increase access to energy in humanitarian settings. The workshop was planned and 

hosted by the Alliance and UNHCR, and included over 24 in-depth training sessions and group discussions 

on topics ranging from cooking and lighting technology options, forestry assessments, public-private energy 

partnerships, gender-based violence, alternative fuel options, procurement logistics and distribution, 

monitoring and evaluation, and developing long-term sustainable energy strategies. Each session had 

distinct learning objectives and were led by technical experts from over 15 organizations to ensure that  

participants came away with a concrete understanding of how to design effective energy strategies that best 

meet the needs of and maximize impact for the communities they serve. The workshop also provided 

attendees with opportunities to network with energy and humanitarian experts to gain a better understanding 

of their colleaguesô work in other sectors and understand tangible, proven SAFE best practices to integrate 

into their own work.  

 

 

 Participant Learning Outcomes 
 

I can describe effective 
approaches for increasing 
energy access in 
humanitarian settings. 
 

 
            PRE WORKSHOP                   POST WORKSHOP 

                  19%              63% 
      of participants                         of participants 
             strongly agreed                        strongly agreed  

 
 

      44%  
    Improvement 

 
I can select appropriate 
fuels for addressing 
cooking and lighting needs 
based on availability, 
feasibility, and cost. 

 
          PRE WORKSHOP                     POST WORKSHOP 

                  28%              70% 
     of participants                           of participants 
          strongly agreed                           strongly agreed 

 
 

  42%     
    Improvement 

 
I can clearly and 
persuasively explain how 
energy access is relevant 
to each different 
humanitarian sector 
(protection, food security, 
shelter, environment, etc.) 
 

 
           PRE WORKSHOP                     POST WORKSHOP 

                  33%              76% 
     of participants                           of participants 
         were very confident                 were very confident 

   
  43%     
    Improvement 

ñSafe Access to Fuel and Energy in Humanitarian 

Settings was an eye opener, and showed us how 

to get started addressing energy access in 

emergencies. The case studies and tools were 

incredibly useful, and I now feel confident that we 

can create an extraordinary project in Kenyaò 

Joan Sang, National Coordinator, Environment and Climate 

Change, World Vision Kenya 

COLLABORATING FOR BETTER SOLUTIONS 

 

http://www.safefuelandenergy.org/index.cfm
http://www.safefuelandenergy.org/index.cfm
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In addition to serving as an essential platform for 

sharing best practices, challenges, and lessons 

learned, the SAFE workshop provided technical 

training on how to:  

¶ Effectively select cookstove and lighting 

technologies; 

¶ Assess alternative fuel options such as biogas, 

briquettes, and liquefied petroleum gas 

¶ Conduct forestry assessments; 

¶ Utilize energy monitoring and evaluation 

frameworks and methodologies; and 

¶ Implement an energy program with a protection 

lens.  

For those new to energy in humanitarian settings, the 

training also included courses on introductory concepts.  

  

DIVING INTO THE ISSUES 

 

Participant-Ranked Top 3 Most Useful 

Topics Covered:  

× Reducing the Risks of Sexual and 

Gender-based Violence 
The risk of SGBV increases considerably during 

humanitarian crises, often during fuel collection. 

Participants learned how to design energy programs 

to address this risk and how to incorporate SGBV 

indicators into each intervention. 

 

× Fuels Intensive Review 
Participants learned about the processing and 

appropriate use of cleaner and more sustainable fuel 

types ς including briquettes, pellets, and biogas. 

 

× Monitoring & Evaluation  
Accurate data is needed to evaluate and replicate the 

success of energy access interventions. Participants 

learned how to conduct rapid, baseline, and endline 

assessments using best practices for sampling, 

surveys, and data collection. 

 

REFUGEE PERSPECTIVES 

 The Alliance and UNHCR were particularly honored to 

welcome five refugee community leaders to the 2015 workshop 

from four Ugandan camps and Kampalaôs urban refugee 

community. During a panel on refugee leadersô perspectives, 

workshop participants heard directly from them about the need 

for energy among displaced communities, and some of the 

solutions that have proved most promising. 

Queen Candia, refugee chairwoman of Oliji 

camp, reported that her family successfully 

uses biogas for cooking that is freely 

generated by the waste of their cows. She 

also helped to build institutional cookstoves 

in schools and a health center to reduce fuel 

expenditures and save the community 

money. 

VISITING THE FIELD 

 On July 29, business owners and scientists 

from Ugastove, Green Heat Ltd., Kingfire Energy 

Solutions LTD, and CIRCODU testing laboratory 

welcomed SAFE workshop participants to view 

production and testing of cookstoves and other 

energy products and to learn more about business 

models and effective approaches to service delivery 

that can be applied in humanitarian settings.  

Right: Catherine Nakitende, Director of Kingfire Energy 

Solutions LTD, poses with workshop participants following a 

demonstration of briquette production. 
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92 participants  

25 countries  

 

45 organizations in 

humanitarian, energy, 
government, and private 
sectors 

� P̂eople ���Œ�����•�µ�(�(���Œ�]�v�P�Y�d�Z���Ç���Z���À�����v�}���u�}�v���Ç���š�}�����µ�Ç��
charcoal. They are walking long distances. They are using 

cookstoves which are bad for their health�Y�/�š�[�•���š�Z�� first 

�š�]�u�����/�[�u���P���š�š�]�v�P���]�v�À�}�o�À�������]�v���š�Z�]�•���l�]�v�����}�(���š�Œ���]�v�]�v�P�U�����v�����/��
found it marvelous.�_  �t Simon Mumuli, FAO Kenya 

�^�/�v���š�Z���������u�‰�•���Á�����š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z���Ç�����}�v�[�š���š�Z�]�v�l���Á�������Œ�����‰���}�‰�o���U�����µ�š��
being here, I learned that you think everyone has a talent 

and something to contri���µ�š���X���t���������v���•�Z���Œ�����}�µ�Œ���u�]�v���•�X�_ 

 �t Halima Mohamed, Youth Ambassador, 

                  Nakivale Refugee Camp 

The 2015 SAFE in Humanitarian Settings Workshop was hosted by the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

with the generous support of UK aid from the UK government. The views here expressed do not necessarily reflect the UK governƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 

             

  ONGOING CHALLENGES 

FIELD 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

¶ Recognition of Energy Needs 
There is no formal place for energy in the UN humanitarian 

cluster system, so energy is often forgotten in program planning 

and implementation. As a result, too many people in crisis lack 

access to basic energy services for cooking and lighting. 

¶ Human Resource Capacity 
With no official place for energy, humanitarian organizations 

are unable to prioritize hiring staff members with energy 

expertise and offer ongoing capacity building on energy topics.  

¶ Funding  
Despite the importance of fuel and energy access in crises, 

humanitarians struggle to scale up successful energy access 

projects due to lack of long-term funding options. 

¶ Support the SAFE Working Group  
Membership in the SAFE Humanitarian Working Group is 

open to those contributing to safe access to fuel and 

energy for crisis-affected populations. To download the 

form, click here. 

 

¶ Share Knowledge & Information 
Visit safefuelandenergy.org to share your energy projects 

and access helpful resources on humanitarian energy. 

 

¶ Spread the Word 
Advocate to incorporate energy access into all aspects of 

humanitarian response.  

 

 

@safefuelenergy 

 

Safefuelandenergy.org 


